Park County Coroners Office


Child Deaths


EFFECTIVE:  Immediately	                                   Updated: April, 2019
	
	

	PURPOSE:

	To instruct PCCO staff on Child death investigation. 


	SCOPE:

	This guideline applies to sworn PCCO personnel.

	GUIDELINE:

	
1. The investigator will use the SUIDI form for all children under 2 years of age.
2. The investigator will do a doll reenactment with family as soon as possible at the location of the initial find of the child unresponsive.
3. All blankets clothes crib material surrounding the infant should be attempted to be obtained and any biological evidence must be obtained.
4. All children must be autopsied (unless in hospice care or known cause).
5. Autopsies should include full x-rays before autopsy.
6. All parties at scene before and after child last seen must be interviewed.
7. A contact member with the family should be established and the family will be kept informed of findings and events that are going on and findings in the case.
8. The nearest Next of Kin not considered a suspect in the death of a child will be informed in person of all advances in the investigation. This is only to be altered when situations such as physical location or safety are a concern.
9. An attempt shall be made for any memorial keepsakes to be returned to the family ASAP.
10. In the event of a non-suspicious death the on scene PCCO staff may allow the family to say good bye. Touching holding etc. but only one family member may hold the child while under the direct supervision of the Coroner/Deputy Coroner. 
11. Infants and small children do undergo rapid decomposition and should be placed in the morgue ASAP. Using the appropriate size body bag.




	
	




Approved by:  David E Kintz Jr	
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