Review of Cold Cases 
Policy  
This policy will review cold case procedure. Because of continually emerging newly available technologies, all cases that remain unidentified or where positive identification was made but next of kin has either not been identified or located will be reviewed at least once on a two year basis. This policy establishes the procedure to be used when reviewing cold cases. 
 
 
Purpose 
Because of continually emerging and newly available technologies, all cases that remain unidentified or where positive identification was made but the next of kin has not been located and contacted will be reviewed at least once every two years. This policy establishes the procedure to be used when reviewing cold cases. 
 
A) Procedure to Establish Positive Identification 
  
1. The case file will be reviewed to determine the steps that were taken at the time of death to establish positive identification.  
 
2. If postmortem fingerprint cards are available, they will be used to make a search using the currently available technologies in an attempt to make a positive identification.  
 
3. Missing person's reports and web pages will be searched and compared to the available information about the decedent.  
 
1. If information regarding the decedent was not distributed to local law enforcement agencies at the time of death, it will be distributed at the time the case is reviewed. 
 
2. All cold cases within Kootenai County Coroner’s Office will be entered into NAMUS and will be maintained by ACCO investigation. 
 
B) Notification of Next of Kin  
 
1. The case file will be reviewed to determine the steps that were taken at 
the time of death in an attempt to notify the legal next of kin.  
 
2. During the review, the decedent's name, date of birth, Social Security number and any other pertinent data will be researched using currently available technologies in an attempt to obtain additional information. 
 
3. During the review, any information that was previously available concerning possible family members will be researched using currently available technologies in an attempt to obtain additional information. 
  
4. All leads will be followed.  All possible family members will be called or contacted in person. 
 
5. The funeral home of record will be contacted to ascertain whether family members have contacted them. 
  
6. The Public Administrator's Office will be contacted to ascertain if any further family information has become available or if their office has been contacted by a family member. 
 
 
 

