Locating Next Of Kin	 
 
Policy 
This policy is to establish the procedure for locating next-of-kin 
Procedure 
The MDI (Medicolegal Death Investigator) will on all cases, exhaust all options for locating next of kin (NOK). This includes; 
1- Searching the property/residence for any item that would lead to a family member such as Christmas cards, wills, photographs, mail, bills, contracts. 
2-Conducting a physical search of all personal belongings (vehicles, personal effects on the decedent, cell phones, computers). 
3- Contacting insurance companies, medical providers, current and past employers, interviewing friends and acquaintances. 
4- Utilize all aspects of social media (Facebook, Myspace, and Google+) 
5- Contacting financial institutions such as banks, retirement funds etc.  
6- If personal affects do not produce a NOK, the MDI will run a TLO at the office. A complete background check is also available through the Sheriff’s Office if needed.  
 
 
If no NOK is found or the family abandoned the decedent, the decedent is to be transported back to the funeral home for storage. All physical property is to be properly secured (doors locked, cars locked) and the MDI will take possession of any keys and will transport the decedent to the KCCO. In addition, a Coroner Seal will be placed on all residence and vehicle doors. Property of value will be photographed while the MDI is on scene. The MDI will make contact with the property owner and notify them of securing the residence.  
 
If safety of the decedent’s property is a concern, the MDI will contact the Coroner via phone and inform him/her of the concern. Assets will immediately be turned over to the Treasures Office. Photos of the property are available to the Treasurer upon request.  
 
If further investigation does not lead to NOK, the case will be referred to the Treasures Office within 48 hours or the following business day (per Idaho 31-2117). Coroner administration will release copies of the case file, any physical property collected by the MDI, keys and other information gathered during the search for NOK. The MDI will continue to search for NOK after the case has been turned over to the Treasures Office, to refer as a Public Administrator case and all efforts will be coordinated with them.   
 
 
 
NAMUS/Ancestry.com-Unclaimed 
 
 
Policy 
This policy establishes the procedure to be followed for unclaimed bodies. 
 
Procedure 
Once the Kootenai County Coroner’s Office has been notified of the Treasurer’s Office approval or referral to Indigent Services, the Coroner’s Office will release the decedent to the on-call Funeral Home. After the Funeral Home has completed the cremation process, they will return the cremains to our office unless other arrangements have been made. 
 
Upon receipt of the cremains of an unclaimed individual, our office will create a new case in the unclaimed portion of the NAMUS database and Ancestry.Com. All known demographic information including; name, date of birth, sex, address and date found will be entered. Additionally, any distinguishing features including; hair and eye color, tattoos or medical surgical scars will also be entered into the case. Finally, if a driver’s license photograph or pictures of the unclaimed decedent’s tattoos are available, they will be added. 
 
 



