Use of Secure Locks On Body Bags 
 
Policy 
On any suspicious death or homicide, the Investigator will place a onetime use lock on the body bag in such a manner as to prevent unauthorized access to the decedent. 
 
The lock is not to be broken until such a time as the Forensic Pathologist is ready to examine the body. Law Enforcement is encouraged to be present at this time. 
 
Procedure 
 
1. Based on circumstances of death, the investigator will place a onetime use lock through the two zipper tabs of the body bag to prevent unauthorized access to the decedent. If the body bag has only one zipper tab, the investigator will use evidence tape over the zipper to prevent any unauthorized access to the decedent.  
2. The lock will be used on all homicide cases, fire deaths, in custody of law enforcement, officer involved or in presence cases, child deaths, deaths of staff or family members, high profile traffic fatalities and where there is any felony prosecution. 
3. It will also be used on other cases deemed suspicious in nature, with documentation in the narrative as to why the lock was used. 
4. Each lock is numbered and the number will be photographed and documented in the investigative report. 
5. If a lock is used for any of the above reasons, upon arrival at the Coroner’s Office, the lock will not be broken, nor removed by the investigator for any reason. The investigator will confirm that the original seal is intact, and will document that in the report. The seal will remain intact until time of examination/autopsy. 
6. If the body bag is locked and it is considered a criminal case, a law enforcement representative will be notified prior to the lock being broken. 
7. Prior to removal of the lock, the lock number will be verified and the lock photographed. 
8. Anytime there is doubt as to how to proceed, the forensic division staff should consult the pathologist assigned to the case, the Coroner, or the Chief Deputy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

