Interaction With Law Enforcement Agencies 
Policy 
 
It will be the policy of this office to maintain a close working and cooperative relationship with all local, state, and federal agencies. It should be noted that this office will conduct a thorough medicolegal death investigation in determining the cause and manner of death. It will be the responsibility of the law enforcement agency to conduct the criminal investigation.  
 
Prior to the commencement of the autopsy, a member of the Investigative staff or Forensic staff will contact the investigating law enforcement agency on any case that is considered suspicious or criminal and being investigated by a police agency to notify them of the time and date of the autopsy. 
 
Procedure 
 
1. When the investigator arrives at the scene, they are to make contact with the law enforcement personnel on scene. 
2. The investigator will make sure they have a clear area before setting down any of their property. 
3. Our report should coincide with that of the law enforcement agency, even if additional questions need to be asked. 
4. Investigators will conduct their investigation with Law Enforcement, maintaining open lines of communication throughout the process.  
5. Investigators will have the subject transported to the funeral home of choice and log the decedent into computer system. The investigator will enter the lock number into the computer system as well as reference the lock in the report, where applicable. 
6. The investigator will verify if a representative of the law enforcement agency will be present at the autopsy and obtain a contact number for that representative. 
 
 
 

