 
 
Contacting Attending Physicians 
 
Policy 
Any person who has died from natural causes and had been seen by their attending physician within the previous ten days, it will be the responsibility of the attending physician to sign the Death Certificate. 
 
Procedure 
 
During the course of the investigation, if the investigator can confirm that the decedent had been seen by a physician within the previous ten days, they will make an attempt to contact the attending physician. The investigator will advise the attending physician that it appears to be a natural death and explain the circumstances. If the attending physician confirms that they will sign the death certificate the investigator will ask the physician what they wills sign as the cause of death. This information will be documented in the official report. 
 
If contact is made with the attending physician and they indicate that they will not sign the death certificate, the investigator will attempt to find out if the decedent had seen another physician recently and attempt to contact them about signing the death certificate. If no physician will sign the death certificate, it will become the responsibility of the assigned pathologist to sign the death certificate. The investigator will request all records needed for the Forensic Pathologist to sign the death certificate.  

