 
 Receiving and Responding to NJR Rule Cases, Backwards  
Cases and On the Job Cases 
Policy	 
The KCCO will have a Death Investigator will be available 24 hours a day to respond to calls for service and scene investigation.  
 
Procedure 
 
Primary Care Physician Sign Outs (Non-Jurisdictional Rule, NJR) 
When a natural death occurs and the decedent has been under the care of a physician licensed in the State of Idaho or under the care of a physician licensed with the government (Veteran’s Administration), the investigator will attempt to contact the physician to discuss decedent medical history, cause and manner of death, the signing of the death certificate. 
If contact is made with the private treating physician, the Investigator will verify that the physician is familiar with the decedent and that he/she will sign the decedent’s death certificate. Contact must be made with the physician directly. If the on call physician speaks for the treating physician, explain to them that if the treating physician does not sign, that they will be responsible for signing. The decedent must have been seen by the treating physician within the previous ten (10) days, or the physician had to have been treating the decedent for a recent or serious illness. 
Direct release to the mortuary can only be performed if the case falls within the NJR-rule, the decedent is facially recognizable and identifiable, free from trauma, positively identified, physician will sign the death certificate, and there is legal next of kin.  
If the decedent’s legal next of kin has signed the Release of Remains form, given verbal consent for release, or if the decedent has a pre-need arrangement with a particular local funeral home, that funeral home will be contacted and the decedent will be released directly to them.  
If there is no family present or if the family does not have a preference, the decedent will be released to the on-call rotation funeral home (see on call rotation policy). 
Backwards Cases 
1. At times this office is not immediately notified by hospital personnel that a death has occurred wherein the cause/manner of death falls under our jurisdiction. In these cases, the Death Certificate has been taken to the treating physician who lists a cause of death some COD that would fall within our jurisdiction (i.e. fall, auto accident). The investigator will obtain the pertinent medical records and the decedent will be brought the Medical Examiner’s Office for exam/autopsy and an investigative report will be generated. 
2. If the case warrants, admission blood and x-rays will be obtained by the investigator.  
3. The investigator will contact the family and advise them that our office is now involved with the case and the reason for our jurisdiction. At that time, pertinent information needs to be obtained from them about the incident, with emphasis on how, when, where, and why it occurred. This detailed information will be documented in the investigative report. 
4. The investigator will contact the reporting mortuary and obtain any pertinent information with the case and also obtain information on viewing, services, and burial schedules.  
5. If necessary, other persons involved in the incident, including law enforcement, may need to be contacted to provide complete information and/or reports. If law enforcement has been involved (auto accident) then the investigating agency needs to be notified.  
6. Once the decedent arrives at the Medical Examiner’s Office, an examination and photographs will be performed. 
 
On the Job Deaths 
1. All on the job deaths fall under Coroner jurisdiction, whether of natural causes or accidental, suicide, or   homicide the case will be transported to the SME for inspection/autopsy. 
2. If the death is accident in nature, the investigator will obtain a copy of all pertinent information regarding the incident, i.e. incident report, equipment specifications, etc.… 
3. In the event the decedent is transported to the hospital before death, the investigator will collect information and photographs from the agency who investigated the scene of the accident. Admit blood will be obtained from the admitting hospital. 
4. The investigator will contact the appropriate worker’s compensation agency (OSHA) to 	report the death. 
 
 
 
 

