Receiving and Responding to Infant/Child Death Cases 
 
Policy	 
The KCCO will have a Death Investigator available 24 hours a day to respond to calls for service and scene investigation.  
 
Procedure 
 
The investigator that takes the call must attempt to gather information as to the circumstances of the call prior to leaving for the scene in order to notify the supervisor on duty/call. The supervisor will determine if notification shall be made to the Coroner or Chief Deputy Coroner.  
 
Child Death protocols apply to all deaths of persons from 12 months of age to 18. 
 
Infant protocols apply to all deaths of an infant, birth to 12 months,  
 
Child Death Cases 
 
The KCCO will have a Death Investigator available 24 hours a day to respond to calls for service and scene investigation.  
 
The Investigator that takes the call must attempt to gather information as to the circumstances of the call prior to leaving for the scene in order to notify the supervisor on duty/call. The supervisor will determine if notification shall be made to the Coroner or Chief Deputy Coroner.  
 
The investigative staff will contact the appropriate agencies to complete the follow-up investigation. 
 
All potential Physician Sign out’s (NJR) cases for decedents who are under the age of 18 must be reviewed and approved by the Coroner and Forensic Pathologist.  
 
All appropriate agencies will be notified of the death for any follow up investigation that may be required (DFS, Child Health and Welfare etc.) 
 
The Coroner or Chief Deputy must be notified prior to declining jurisdiction on any case of a child under the age of 18. The only exception is a fetus (see stillbirth guidelines). 
 
If it is determined that there is nothing suspicious about the death of the child, the MDI may allow the family to hold or touch the decedent. If there is ANY suspicion of foul play, abuse, neglect, or the cause of death is in question the MDI will not allow anyone to touch or otherwise hold the body, the body is evidence in a potential criminal case and should be treated as such. 
 
 
 
Infant Cases 
On all infant cases, the SUDI forms must be completed on scene.  
 
Photographs of the decedent, formula, and bedding must be taken. 
 
The Coroner or Chief Deputy must be notified prior to declining jurisdiction on any case of a child under the age of 18. The only exception is a fetus (see stillbirth guidelines). 
 
If it is determined that there is nothing suspicious about the death of the child, the MDI may allow the family to hold or touch the decedent. If there is ANY suspicion of foul play, abuse, neglect, or the cause of death is in question the MDI will not allow anyone to touch or otherwise hold the body, the body is evidence in a potential criminal case and should be treated as such. 
 
Doll reenactments must be completed on all infant cases if possible (within 24 hours of death). Reenactments must be photographed and/or videotaped. (See Doll reenactment policy). 
 
 
Stillbirth Cases 
In most instances, stillbirth notification by phone from the nurse is sufficient. Please request H&P, Still Birth Certificate, Face and Drug Screen (If completed) prior to releasing the fetus. The following information must be completed and in the narrative; 
1. Was the stillbirth natural? 
2. Who is the physician signing the stillbirth certificate and how will he/she be signing the stillbirth certificate? 
3. Was maternal mother in a motor vehicle accident or accident of any type in the last two weeks that could have caused the delivery (to include falls)? 
4. Was the maternal mother subjected to any physical trauma in the last 2 weeks? 
5. Was the maternal mother a victim of a recent domestic violence incident that could have caused delivery?  
      6- Did the mother test positive for any drugs or alcohol? 
 
If within the investigation it is found that the mother was positive for drugs, or was involved in any trauma/accident, the Investigator will then go and photograph the fetus and transport fetus and placenta to the Coroner’s Office for autopsy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baby Infant/Baby Personal Bedding 
 
Policy 
All evidence shall be collected by the law enforcement agency handling the case. If evidence is requested by our Forensic Pathologist, the evidence shall be brought to the SME for the Forensic Pathologist to inspect and compare for autopsy. 
 
Procedure 
 
1. When investigating the death of a child six years of age or under, and based on the circumstances, items of evidentiary value will be collected by the law enforcement agency investigating the case and entered into evidence. 
2. If law enforcement does not collect items that are of evidentiary value, the investigator may collect these items and log them into evidence at the SME. 
3. The items will be packaged and stored properly and stored in an evidence locker in the morgue. This locker will be secured by the investigator and only opened by forensic staff. 
4. After the autopsy/inspection is complete, any personal items that are not kept as evidence will be returned to the family or go with the decedent to the funeral home. 
5. If for any reason personal items found at the autopsy/inspection that have not been collected as evidence are requested by the Forensic Pathologist and/or Law Enforcement, those items will be given to law enforcement to be entered into evidence. If during autopsy/examination if the Forensic Pathologist requests to see the items, law enforcement will bring the items to the SME for examination by the Forensic Pathologist. 
6. Once the items have been examined by the Forensic Pathologist, the items will be given back to law enforcement to be returned to their evidence storage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Doll Reenactments 
 
Policy 
The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for doll reenactments performed on infant fatalities. 
 
Procedure 
 
A Coroner doll (faceless doll) is to be kept in all Coroner vehicles at all times.  
 
Any time an infant demise occurs the MDI is to perform a doll reenactment as soon as possible with the adults that were present with the infant prior to death, and those that were with the infant when he/she was found.  
 
This encompasses all infant deaths of children 1 year of age or less. The caregiver/parent will demonstrate with the doll how the infant was placed, prior to being found deceased and then the position of the decedent when he/she was found.  
 
A video, or at minimum, photographs will be taken during the reenactment to document for the file. Reenactment dolls are kept in each vehicle for these cases. If the infant dies in the hospital, the MDI will still need to go to the place where the infant was last known alive and do the reenactments with the person/persons present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

