Hospital Cases 
Policy 
The Kootenai County Coroner’s Office and hospital medical staffs have determined that the following guidelines will be used in determining the cause of death and the party responsible for signing the Death Certificate in Kootenai County, Idaho. 
 
Procedure 
 
1. All deaths in the ER, deaths where the decedent has been in the hospital less than 24 hours, or the decedent has come in unresponsive and has not regained consciousness, will be investigated by the Coroner’s Office to determine if they fall under the jurisdiction of the Coroner’s Office. 
2. The physician(s) present around the time of death and/or last in attendance will take the following reasonable steps when presented with a situation where he/she is unable to determine the cause of a death of a patient: 
a. Contact the patient’s family members, if known and available, to assist in determining the patient’s medical history. 
b. Contact the patient’s primary care physician or family physician, if known and available, to provide medical history on the patient and to sign the death certificate. 
c. Determine the medical history of the patient if possible. 
d. Consider other available medical history of the patient if possible. 
3. If the physician(s) cannot in good faith exclude unnatural causes of death, he/she shall notify the Kootenai County Coroner and the Coroner shall inquire in the patient’s death. If the Coroner determines that the deceased died of causes within the Coroner’s jurisdiction, the Coroner will proceed with an investigation into the cause of death, and otherwise act in accordance with State and Local law. 
4. If the Coroner determines that the decedent died of causes not within the Coroner’s jurisdiction, then the Coroner shall provide the primary physician notification of their decision. 
5. The attending physician will then be responsible for the signing of the Death Certificate in accordance with the appropriate laws, rules, regulations, and standards. 
6. If the physician(s) is/are still unable to state the cause of death based upon all the information available, then the attending physician may request a hospital autopsy be performed to determine the cause of death. 
7. Non-descript causes of death i.e. - cardiac arrest, cardiopulmonary arrest, etc.… will not be accepted by Idaho Vital Statistics unless they have an acceptable underlying cause of death i.e. hypertension, coronary artery disease, etc.… 
8. “Unknown” or “Undetermined” will not be accepted as valid underlying causes of death. 
9. When there is a disagreement about whether the decedent falls under the jurisdiction of the Coroner’s Office or the Hospital, the investigator may contact the on-call supervisor for an additional review of the case to determine jurisdiction. 
 
 
 
 

