Documenting The Decedent’s Medical History, Mental Health, And Social History 
 
Policy 
This policy will establish procedures for the proper collection of information concerning a decedent’s medical history, mental health history and social history to aid in the investigation process.    
Procedure 
A) Medical History  
Documenting medical signs or symptoms prior to death determines the need for subsequent examinations. The relationship between disease and injury may play a role in the cause, manner and circumstances of the death. Obtaining a thorough medical history will focus the investigation and can help determine the need for a post mortem examination or laboratory tests.  
The following information should be documented: 
1. The decedent’s medical history, including medications taken, alcohol and drug use and 	family medical history. This information can be obtained from family members and/or 		witnesses. 
2. Medical records will be requested from treating hospitals, primary physicians, clinics and a   	Board of Pharmacy report from the State of Idaho.  
 
B) Mental Health History 
The decedent’s mental health history can provide insight into the behavior and state of mind of the individual. That insight may produce clues that will aid in establishing the cause, manner and circumstances of the death. 
1. Family interviews regarding a decedents mental health is important. Interview witnesses, roommates, spouses, parents and other family members that might have information pertinent to the case.  
2. Records will be obtained from Mental Health Hospitals, Clinics and medical providers.  
      3. Suicide checklist will be completed on all suspected suicides.  
C) Social History 
The decedent’s social history can provide further insight that may produce clues that will aid in establishing the cause, manner and circumstances of the death. When collecting relevant social history, the coroner or his/her representative should investigate the following issues concerning the decedent: 
 
1. His/her family. 
2. Marital or domestic situation. 
3. Employment. 
4. Financial status and issues. 
5. Daily routines, habits and activities. 
6. Relationships, friends and associates. 
7. Religious background, ethnic background and other pertinent information. 
8. Educational background. 
9. Criminal history, if any. 
 
 
 

