Receiving and Responding to Brain Death Calls 
 
Policy	 
The KCCO will have a Death Investigator available 24 hours a day to respond to calls for service and scene investigation.  
 
Procedure 
The investigator will receive a call from the hospital or donation team to report a medical brain death. These calls will occur after proper testing has been completed, and the “brain death” status has been approved by a hospital physician. The Coroner’s Office has an oncall Deputy Coroner on call every hour of the day of the year.  
 
1. The Investigator will confirm that the case falls under our jurisdiction, i.e. homicide, suicide, accidental, trauma, traffic related, unexpected or unexplained deaths, possible medical misadventure and on the job are a few examples.  
 
2. The Investigator will obtain a copy of medical records, H and P, emergency room reports, all consultant reports, surgical reports, progress notes, CT’s, laboratory reports, radiology reports, declaration of brain death, ems etc. Also be aware that any of the previous medical information is needed if the decedent was transported from another facility. Full photos will be completed prior to donation.  
 
3. The Investigator will verify that the patient is a donor, all authorizations have been obtained from family and then the investigator will contact the on call supervisor with information surrounding the case and obtain authorization to donate.  
 
4. The Investigator will obtain the admission blood (first draw prior to medical intervention) if it is still available. The decedents name will be verified on each vile obtained and noted in the narrative that the decedents name was verified. The samples will be placed in the morgue fridge, with the decedent name and case number. If no admission blood or other samples are not available the FP may require that samples be drawn prior to donation. 
 
5. Investigator will contact the donation organization and confirm Coroner approval or decline approval for donation. 
 
6. Once the harvest is complete, the hospital will notify the Kootenai County Coroner’s Office that the donation is complete and the Investigator will transport the decedent to the appropriate funeral home &/or autopsy facility for further investigation.  
 
7. If the case does not fall within Coroner jurisdiction (NJR) then the Investigator will state that we have no further forensic interest in the case, authorize donation and proceed with NJR protocol. 
 

