Park County Coroners Office


Unidentified Remains


EFFECTIVE:  Immediately	                                   Updated: Sept, 2019
	
	

	PURPOSE:

	To instruct PCCO staff on identification, investigation and disposition of unidentified remains. 


	SCOPE:

	This guideline applies to sworn PCCO personnel.

	GUIDELINE:

	All unidentified dead human bodies shall remain at the Park County Coroner’s Office until all of the following have been accomplished or positive identification has been made. All cases if not identified within one week wording changed  shall be entered into NCIC and the case shall be placed in Namus and will include all the following information.

1. PHOTOGRAPHS of the entire body shall be taken with clothing removed.
2. ALL ITEMS on scene that may be useful in identification such as but not limited to mail, pictures, phones, etc. shall be collected and handled under the Personal Effects Guideline.
3. ALL TATTOOS shall be documented and any wording documented.
4. ALL FINGERPRINTS available shall be obtained.
5. DENTAL Exam completed by board certified Forensic Odontologist.
6. AUTOPSY has been completed or Forensic Anthropology analysis completed.
7. MULTIPLE TISSUE and bone samples are obtained for submission to University of North Texas for DNA analysis.
8. RADIOGRAPHS have been taken of the entire body.
9. BODY MAY BE buried in a county cemetery two weeks after location of remains if no method has been successful in identifying deceased. Buried location shall be documented in the report with GPS, Surrounding Graves, Plot number (if one), marker with case number and photographs.

Discovery of Skeletal remains shall go through the following steps.

1. If remains are scattered contact Metro State University Human Identification Lab/ Colorado Mesa University for assistance in field searches. Then Contact Colorado Forensic Canines for cadaver dog searches.
2. Remains shall be GPS’d, collected in appropriate evidence bags and returned to Park County Coroner’s Office.
3. Remains will then follow the above set of procedures.
4. Facial reconstruction shall be completed if no identification has been made after exhausting all the other above mentioned methods. 
5. Skeletal remains may remain at the Park County Coroner’s Office indefinitely. However remains may be buried in a county cemetery if deemed appropriate by Coroner.




	
	




Approved by:  David E Kintz Jr	
	Park County Coroner
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