Park County Coroners Office


Pronouncement


EFFECTIVE:  Immediately	                                   Updated: February 2023
	
	

	PURPOSE:

	To instruct POCC staff on the pronouncement of death. 


	SCOPE:

	This guideline applies to sworn PCCO personnel.

	GUIDELINE:

	Formal Pronouncement  as defined by CRS 12-36-136 entitled Determination of Death an individual is deemed dead if: 
1.            He/she has sustained irreversible cessation of circulatory and respiratory functions; or
2.            He/she has sustained irreversible cessation of all functions of the entire brain, including the brainstem.

A determination of death under this section shall be in accordance with accepted medical standards.

1. CONFIRM OR PRONOUNCE DEATH: Upon arrival at a secured scene and after the appropriate introductions have	been made, the PCCO staff shall be taken to the decedent for pronouncement of death making and documenting the following observations: Locate and view the body. The presence/extent of rigor mortis, livor mortis, decomposition or severe mutilation. Absence of a heart beat on palpation, the absence of respiration by examination of the exposed chest and abdomen, bilateral dilation and fixation of the pupils and the absence of reflexes.

2. IDENTIFY and document any other individual who made the official pronouncement of death, including the date and time of determination. 

3. ENSURE death is pronounced as required and the time and date of pronouncement are documented in the report. The report will include the presence, location, fixation, and color.

4. WHEN SUMMONED to a scene where multiple deaths have occurred, the time and date of pronouncement for each deceased will be determined individually upon examination.
















	
	


Approved by:  David E Kintz Jr	
	Park County Coroner
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