Park County Coroners Office


Identification methods


EFFECTIVE:  Immediately	                                   Updated: Sept, 2019
	
	

	PURPOSE:

	To instruct PCCO staff on Identifications methods available. 


	SCOPE:

	This guideline applies to sworn PCCO personnel.

	GUIDELINE:

	 DECEDENT IDENTIFICATION – GENERAL

1) All decedents require a positive identification.

2) All decedents shall be identified using a scientific method such as follows.

3) Fingerprints:  All decedents shall have a minimum of the right and left index and thumb prints taken if possible. The prints will primarily taken on the WOVO system. The backup will be the forensic Ink kit. The subjects Dossier shall be requested for all Colorado residents.  Out of state decedents should have anti-mortem fingerprints obtained for comparison, if possible.  The FBI shall be sent a request even if the subject does not have an FBI number.
 
4) Odontology: Post-Mortem exams and identifications shall be done by a board Certified Forensic Odontologist. These exams will be conducted when fingerprints have not proved successful.  If the subject is possibly known the Coroner/deputy coroner shall obtain the original file from the dentist and provide such file to the Odontologist for comparison.

5)  X-rays or other radiology: Another identifier is the comparison of postmortem and antemortem x-rays. Healed, fractured bones, congenital anomalies and some medical implants will all show up on x-ray comparison with antemortem x-rays will yield scientific identification.

6)  DNA: DNA samples can be obtained from bones, teeth and fingernails on skeletal remains. Samples can also be obtained from internal organs and other tissue on burned or decomposed deceased persons. If family is not known, DNA can be stored and entered into a national data base for comparison with DNA samples from missing persons.  DNA shall be collected in accordance to the requirement of the Lab being used for testing. DNA cards will be collected on all cases that blood is present in the body.

7) Forensic anthropology: Shall be consulted on all skeletal remains for the purpose of finding any medical artifact such as replacements or implants as well as healed injury. Anthropology will be used to determine sex, age, stature and race in these cases. 

8) Other methods: Prosthetic devices with serial numbers will be used with applicable for a scientific identification. These items include joint replacements, dental implants, pacemakers/defibrillators, etc…
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