Deaths Reported

Created 11/30/2010
Revised 09/22/2023

Purpose

To identify which deaths fall under the jurisdiction of the ||| N Il 2 e to be

reported for investigation.

Polic
The — - - will respond and take custody of a body in

reportable deaths occurring within the _ except deaths falling under Federal

jurisdiction including Native American Indian reservations, military installations, and federal

facilities. In those exceptions, - will respond as consultants when so invited and when

reimbursed for the service as defined in a legal contract or by agreement.

Procedures

The following deaths, when occurring in m— are to be reported to the-
ﬁ- regardless of initial location of event:

Any death at any age that occurs suddenly and unexpectedly, that is, when the
person has not been under medical care for significant heart, lung, or other disease.
Any death suspected to be due to violence, i.e., suicidal, accidental, or homicidal
injury, regardless of when or where the injury occurred.

Any death suspected to be due to alcohol intoxication or the result of exposure to
drugs or toxic agents.

Any death of a resident housed in county or state institutions. This refers to any ward
of the state or individual placed in such a facility by legal authorization.

Any death of a person in the presence or custody of law enforcement officers.

Any death of a person in a nursing home or other private institution without recent
medical attendance.

Any death that occurs unexpectedly during, in association with, or as a result of
diagnostic, therapeutic, surgical, or anesthetic procedures.

Deaths suspected to be involved with the decedent's occupation or occurring while
on the job.

Deaths unattended by a physician.

Any death due to neglect or suspected neglect.

Any stillbirth of greater than or equal to 20 weeks gestation unattended by a
physician.

Any maternal death to include death of a pregnant woman regardless of the length of
the pregnancy, and up to six weeks post delivery, even where the cause of death is
unrelated to the pregnancy.

Any death of an infant or child where the medical history has not established a
significant pre-existing medical condition.
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 Deaths which are possibly directly or indirectly attributable to environmental exposure
not otherwise specified.

e Any death suspected to be due to infectious or contagious disease wherein the
diagnosis and extent of disease at the time are undetermined.
Any death occurring under suspicious circumstances.
Any death in which there is doubt as to whether or not it is a Coroner’s case should
be reported.

The “But For” Test When Determining Natural vs. Non-Natural:

A rule was established which could be used as an assist in determining whether a death
is due to natural or non-natural causes. If we apply the "but for” principle in the case of a
recent injury or event, were it not for that injury the patient may have survived their
underlying disease a little longer or a lot longer, so the event is therefore relevant as a
cause of, or contributing factor to, the death. This rule is applied in those cases where
there is some question as to whether a disease or condition is relevant in the cause of the
death. If the answer to this question is negative, then that particular disease or condition
must not be factored into the actual cause of death. If an answer is not possible or
remains questionable, then the death may require further investigation.

CASES NOT ACCEPTED BY THE
A report of death which, after preliminary investigation, is determined to be an attended,
natural death, and is not included on the list of Reportable Deaths required to be reported
to is not an acceptable case. The information on the decedent shall still be
obtained and recorded as a non-reportable death.

Policy/Procedure Violations
Violations of this policy are grounds for disciplinary action, up to and including termination.
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