 Organ Donation 
Policy 
The Kootenai County Coroner’s Office supports procurement and donation of organs or tissue for transplant and research purposes. This office has staff available to respond to calls that fall within Coroner jurisdiction 24 hours a day. This policy defines guidelines for donation of cases that fall within Coroner jurisdiction.  
Procedure  
Since organ procurement is often accomplished from cadaver donors whose cause of death has made them subject to a Coroner’s investigation, a review of the manner and cause of death must occur before organ or tissue removal can occur. The organ/tissue removal must be authorized by the Coroner. 
In cases where traumatic/suspicious death has occurred or unknown circumstances preceded the death, the case may require an evaluative inspection by the Coroner’s office. The Coroner may then refuse to allow donation of organs and may establish jurisdiction over the remains. The Coroner may also only allow for a partial donation, retaining what is needed to determine cause and manner of death (i.e. denial of eye donation in the case of blunt force trauma to the head). 
 
It is important that blood drawn upon admission of the deceased be brought to the Coroner’s Office morgue and not be released to a donation team until the Coroner’s office has an opportunity to review the importance of the samples in determining the cause of death. The Coroner’s office will complete this process as quickly as possible in an effort to not delay the donation process. When eyes are approved for donation, the Coroner’s Office will request vitreous to be collected and delivered to the ACCO.  
  
1. When the deceased is a registered organ donor, a call will be received from either the Donor Network representative or from a hospital. The call will be transferred to a Medicolegal Death Investigator who will determine if the case falls under the jurisdiction of the Coroner's Office. 
  
2. If the case does fall under the Coroner’s jurisdiction, the Medicolegal Death Investigator will use the following procedure: 
  
· He/she will obtain as much information pertaining to the case as possible by telephone. If the information is not available by phone, the Medicolegal Death Investigator will travel to the medical facility to obtain the information. 
· The Medicolegal Death Investigator will obtain the name of the Donor Network or hospital representative and a telephone number where they can be reached. 
· The Coroner or Forensic Pathologist will be contacted and he/she will be provided with the information obtained. 
 
 
 
 
· The Coroner or Forensic Pathologist will then give permission to the Medicolegal Death Investigator for the donation to occur and the Medicolegal Death Investigator will notify the Donor Network/Hospital representative. 
· The Medicolegal Investigator that takes the initial call will respond and will generate a case report and will request and review all medical records pertinent to the case.  
· Donation is to occur at a medical facility.  No organ procurement is to take place on Kootenai County property, or utilize Kootenai County resources. 
· A transportation fee will incur if transportation from our facility is requested by the Donor Network/Hospital representative.  An Kootenai County Medicolegal Investigator or member of the Forensic Team, if available, can transport the decedent to a hospital facility with proof of the proper paperwork from the Donor Network/Hospital. 
· Proper release documentation must be attached to the case, and a member of the Forensic team must release the body before a funeral home or Coroner employee transfers the decedent back to the hospital for donation after autopsy/inspection has been conducted. 
  
3. If the case does not fall under the Coroner’s jurisdiction, the Medicolegal Investigator will indicate that the Coroner has no forensic interest and will take the information for a Non-Jurisdiction Rule case after discussion with the Coroner or his designee. 
  
The Coroner, Chief Deputy Coroner, or Forensic Pathologist from the Coroner’s office will be on call 24/7 in order to properly handle the future adjudication of any case under the jurisdiction of the Coroner.  One of the above who is on call must be contacted prior to commencing organ donation.  
All cases accepted by the Investigative Division as Coroner's cases are reviewed by the Coroner, Chief MDI Coroner or Forensic Pathologist to insure that the death lies within the jurisdiction of the Coroner’s office. 
 
 
 

