SECTION 11: ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION AND RECOVERY

GENERAL
The Union County Coroner recognizes the benefit to the citizens of Union County and beyond related to anatomical donations. The Union County Coroner shall make every effort to recognize potential donors, coordinate with families, donor agencies and, when required, the forensic pathologist, to insure maximum benefit of a potential donor.

STATUTORY IMPERATIVE
2108.09 Anatomical gift after donor's death.
(A) Subject to divisions (B) and (C) of this section, and unless barred by section 2108.07 or 2108.08 of the Revised Code, an anatomical gift of a decedent’s body or part for purpose of transplantation, therapy, research, or education may be made in the manner provided for under section 2108.10 of the Revised Code by any member of the following classes of persons who is reasonably available, in the following order of priority:
(1) An agent of the decedent at the time of death who could have made an anatomical gift under division (B) of section 2108.04 of the Revised Code immediately before the decedent’s death;
(2) The decedent’s surviving spouse.
(3) The decedent’s surviving adult children.
(4) The decedent’s surviving parent or parents.
(5) The decedent’s surviving adult siblings.
(6) The decedent’s surviving adult grandchildren.
(7) The decedent’s surviving grandparent or grandparents.
(8) A surviving adult who exhibited special care and concern for the decedent.
(9) The persons who were acting as the guardians of the person of the decedent at the time of death.
(10) The persons, other than those in divisions (A)(1) to (9) of this section, to whom the right of disposition for the decedent’s body has been assigned pursuant to section 2108.70 of the Revised Code or who have the right of disposition for the decedent’s body as described in section 2108.81 of the Revised Code.
(B) If there is more than one member of a class listed in division (A)(1), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), or (9) of this section entitled to make an anatomical gift, an anatomical gift may be made by a single member of the class unless that member or a person to which the gift may pass under section 2108.11 of the Revised Code knows of an objection by another member of the class. If an objection is known, the gift may be made only by most the members of the class who are reasonably available.
(C) A person shall not make an anatomical gift if, at the time of the decedent’s death, a person in a prior class under division (A) of this section is reasonably available to make or object to the making of an anatomical gift.

11a: IDENTIFYING DONORS
Potential donors are usually discovered by the Coroner Investigator during a scene investigation by viewing the decedent’s driver’s license. Ohio Driver’s Licenses use a symbol of a red heart indicating the holder of that license has an entry on the donor registration. When that designation is known to the Coroner Investigator the following procedure shall apply:
 
The Coroner Investigator must become familiar with the general guidelines for an eligible donor including, but not limited to, time since death or presence of diseases that preclude donation. Donor Alliance offers these minimal guidelines:
Full term birth to no upper age limit (upper age limit may move around or decrease based on the need for the community)
No HIV
No infectious Hepatitis
Cancer or Auto Immune Disease:
Will need more information about current treatments
Traveled or lived outside of the U.S. in the past 3 years?
Will need to know where and for how long
No use of IV drugs
Ever an inmate of a correctional facility or jail?
Will need to know how long
Last known alive time must be less than 24 hours
Decedent must be refrigerated within the first 12 hours of death
The Coroner Investigator shall inquire if family wants to allow donation.
If the family concurs with the decedent’s request, the Coroner Investigator shall ask for approval in providing contact information to the appropriate donor agency.
The Coroner Investigator shall contact the appropriate donor agency either at the scene or immediately after leaving the scene and shall provide minimum information to the donor agency such that that agency may begin their procedures.
If the family denies the decedent’s wishes, the Coroner Investigator shall make note of that fact.
The donor agencies shall not be contacted on denials.
In the event the decedent’s driver’s license is unavailable or the driver’s license indicates the decedent did not express wishes to be a donor, the Coroner Investigator shall tactfully initiate a conversation with the family following the guidelines listed above.


11b. COORDINATING DONATIONS

The Coroner Investigator is responsible for coordinating information between the appropriate donor agency, the family, and the forensic pathologist.

If the decedent appears to be an eligible donor, is released without a postmortem examination and the family agrees to donation the Coroner Investigator shall at a minimum:

Call the donor referral line and provide minimal information required.

Notify the family that the donor agency will be calling them.

If the decedent appears to be an eligible donor, will require a postmortem examination and the family agrees to donation the Coroner Investigator shall at a minimum:
Call the donor referral line and provide minimal information required. 
Notify the family that the donor agency will be calling them.
Notify the forensic pathologist assigned to the postmortem examination and coordinate a schedule to facilitate the donation.
Organ donation may or may not be approved based on circumstances of the death. However, all efforts shall be made to accommodate the donation.
Tissue donation may or may not be approved based on the circumstances of the death. However, all efforts shall be made to accommodate the donation.
Tissue donation may be allowed either prior to or after the postmortem examination based on the circumstances of the death.
The Coroner Investigator/Coroner shall be the sole contact point, excluding the donor’s family, for the donor agency and shall insure that all donor agency responsibilities have been performed including the transfer of the decedent to the designated mortuary/funeral home.









