Union County Coroner’s Operating Guide


In the event the Union County Coroner’s Office receives an official complaint, deemed official when written, signed, and dated, the following procedure shall be followed:

1. Written complaints or allegations against an employee shall be immediately turned over to the coroner. 
a. Verbal complaints will not be accepted.
b. All complaints shall be presented to the Union County Coroner immediately upon receipt.

c. The Union County Coroner may assign a designee to assist with the investigation the allegation.

d. The employee receiving the complaint shall not conduct any investigation without expressed written approval of the Union County Coroner.
2. The coroner or designee will investigate to determine if the complaint or allegation falls within its jurisdiction and whether there is a probable cause to believe that the complaint or allegation may be well founded.

3. If the Coroner or designee, in the preliminary determination, finds that it does not have jurisdiction or that there is a lack of probable cause to believe that the complaint or allegation may be well founded, the complaint or allegation shall be dismissed.

4. If the Coroner or designee finds that it has jurisdiction and that there is probable cause to believe that the complaint or allegation may be well founded, notice of the filing of a complaint or allegation shall be given to the involved employee. The employee shall have the right to respond to the complaint/allegation in writing within three days.

5. After receiving the written response, the coroner or designee shall give both the accused and the accuser a reasonable opportunity to be heard. The coroner or designee shall then decide and notify both parties of its decision. The coroner or designee shall then make a written report on its decision including reasons and any recommendations for further action.

6. The accused has the right to appeal the action of the coroner or designee. In effecting an appeal, the appellant must file a brief written notice of the appeal to the coroner within five days.

7. The accused may have other rights and is urged to seek private legal counsel.
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