SCENE/PHOTOGRAPHY PROTOCOL FOR FORENSIC SCENES

-Some scenes may require a combination of protocols.

- All descriptions indicate photographs that should be taken

Standard set for all Scenes

1. Decedent in three overlapping images (head/upper body, middle torso, lower 
extremities) front and back

2. Front and the back of the head and neck regions separately

3. Eyes pulled open to expose the bulbar and palpebral surfaces of the eye

4. Mouth pulled open to expose the teeth, frenulum and inner lips

5. Livor mortis before and after pressure is applied if applicable

6. Ambient temperature in the area of the decedent

7. Body temperature of the decedent (non-decomposed, suspected homicides)
8. Any personal affects either taken with or removed from the decedent

9. Area where the decedent was after the decedent has been removed 

Scene Location:

All cases at building/structure/home

1. Case number

2. Street signs at nearest crossing

3. Overall of outside of location

4. Address of location  

5. Entrance to location

6. Side of door in location of handle/lock 

7. Door frame in same location

8. Sequential overlapping images traveling through the scene leading to the decedent, as well as, all other rooms/areas in the vicinity that the decedent may have had access to.


-All trash receptacles the decedent had access to


-All food storage regions the decedent had access to


-All medications/illicit drugs and related paraphernalia

9. Area of the decedent from at least two opposing angles/viewpoints in overlapping
 images 

10. Standard set and all other protocols that apply
All cases in open area/fields

1. Case number

2. Any buildings, landmarks or street signs to designate area

3. Sequential overlapping images traveling through the area leading to the decedent

4. Area of the decedent from at least two opposing angles/viewpoints in overlapping
 images

5. Standard set and all other protocols that apply
All motor vehicle accidents or decedents in roadways

1. Case number

2. Any highway sign, street sign, or mile marker to designate area

3. Overall of roadway from at least two opposing angles/points of view when safely
 possible

4. Single image containing the full length of scene from initiation to completion

5. Overall of vehicle(s) from at least two opposing angles/points of view

6. Decedent in relationship to vehicle(s) when applicable

7. Dashboard readings, tail pipe, gear location, and ignition position when applicable

8. Position and condition of seat-belt or helmet and all other protection elements 

9. Standard set and all other protocols that apply
All cases involving heights

1. Case number

2. Overall image of the area of height

3. Address/landmark/street sign to designate location

4. Sequential overlapping images leading to the area of height

5. Any personal items in the area that my belong to decedent

6. Any prescription drugs/illicit drugs/alcohol in the area

7. Measurements of the height and width of the ledge or railing

8. Image from the area of height showing the area where the decedent is located

9. Image from where the decedent is located up to the area of height 

10. Any trauma moving in an anatomical order with both orientation and close up images

11. Hands and nails, showing the dorsal and ventral surfaces, the thumb and the fingertips

 in separate images

12. Standard set and all other protocols that apply

All cases involving water

1. Case number

2. Sequential overlapping images leading to the water

3. Overall of the water containing vessel/lake/river

4. Measurements of the height, width and length of the vessel if applicable

5. Measurement of the depth of the water

6. Temperature of the water

7. Standard set and all other protocols that apply

Trauma Types:

All cases involving blunt trauma

1. Case number

2. Follow protocol for scene type/location as applies 

3. Hands and nails, showing the dorsal and ventral surfaces, the thumb and the fingertips

 in separate images

4. Any trauma moving in an anatomical order with both orientation and close up images


5. ABFO rulers should be used will all patterned injuries

6. Any known or possible weapons showing length, width and depth with an ABFO ruler

 or other scale, if applicable 

7. Standard set and all other protocols that apply
All cases involving firearms

1. Case number

2. Follow protocol for scene type/location as applies 

3. Hands and nails, showing the dorsal and ventral surfaces, the thumb and the fingertips

 in separate images

4. All firearm injuries moving in an anatomical order both orientation and close up
 images


-Any corresponding defects in clothing should be photographed in conjunction 

with wound images 

5. Firearm from each side and looking down the barrel with an ABFO ruler or other scale,

 if firearm is present

6. Serial number of firearm if applicable 

7. Loaded and unloaded ammo 

8. Standard set and all other protocols that apply
All cases involving ligatures

1. Case number

2. Follow protocol for scene type/location as applies 

3. Hands and nails, showing the dorsal and ventral surfaces, the thumb and the fingertips

 in separate images

4. Full extent of ligature 

5. Measurement of length of ligature from neck to support/end of ligature

5. Overall image of the ligature attachment to the support from two opposing

 angles/points of view,  if applicable

6. Close up of knot that is securing ligature to support from two opposing angles/points of 

view, if applicable

7. Overall images of ligature around neck from all angles

8. Close up of knot that is securing ligature around the neck if applicable

9. Standard set
 and all other protocols that apply

Special Circumstances:

All cases involving babies

1. Case number

2. Follow protocol for scene location as applies

3. Any baby related paraphernalia in the related area

4. A doll/stuffed animal placed in the position of the baby if he/she had been moved from 
the original position

5. Height, width and depth of the bed/crib if applicable

6. Genitals and anus 

7. Standard set and all other protocols that apply

Cases involving decedents within containers

1. Case number

2. Follow photography protocol for scene location as listed minus standard set

3. Container for the top, bottom and each side if possible

4. Any exposed portions of the decedent in both orientation and close up images

5. Area where container was after it has been removed

Cases involving homicide/suicide

1. Case number 

2. Follow protocol for scene location/trauma type as applies

3. Any items marked by police markers

4. Any messages/files/notes on cell phones/computers

5. ABFO rulers should be used will all patterned injuries

6. ABFO rulers should be used with all weapons

7. Tape measure or longer rulers can be used for longer measurements

Cases involving trace evidence collection

1. Follow photography protocol for scene type/trauma as listed

2. Any swabbing as they are being taken

3. Any tape lifts as they are being taken

4. Any trace evidence before and after it is packaged and sealed 

