  Public Disaster Response Plan 
 
Policy 
 
The purpose of this policy is to describe how the Kootenai County Coroner’s Office will respond to and comply with disaster responsibilities under Idaho Code 19-4301. The Coroner is responsible for taking custody of the deceased, identifying them and determining the manner and causes of death, as well as caring for the body/bodies until they are released to a funeral home. The Coroner will release the remains to a funeral home of the family’s choice. If no family is available or cannot be located, the decedent will then be released to the rotation funeral home. The Coroner is also responsible for the safe keeping of personal effects of the decedents and release of personal property will be managed per Property Release Policy.  
 
 
Procedure 
 
A) First Response to a Disaster 
 
When a disaster occurs, the Coroner will respond to the Command Post that has been established at the disaster site. The Coroner, law enforcement, and representatives of the fire department will organize support teams to locate the dead, photograph the site, and transport bodies to the temporary morgue facility. 
 
The Coroner, through the Command Post, will establish a staging area and security for the morgue facility through the Command Post considering all factors such as the location of the disaster, availability of an adequate facility, etc. The bodies will be removed from the disaster site to the staging area by the Coroner’s Office support teams. From the staging area the bodies will be moved to the temporary morgue. The Coroner will decide on the location to be used for the temporary morgue. 
 
B) Coroner Support Team and Removal of Bodies   
 
Bodies will not be moved until authorization is received from the Coroner. Actual removal of the bodies will be done by the Coroner Support Team (CST). Fire department will be responsible for the extracting of the deceased, if needed, and any moving of wreckage.     
 
A Coroner Support Team (CST) will be composed of three people from separate agencies. The three people will be composed of one person from the Coroner’s Office and one person from two of the following; Law Enforcement, Fire Department or the National Guard. One individual will be responsible for taking photographs, one for tagging and recording data, and the third will be the Medicolegal Investigator.  The Medicolegal Investigator will be responsible for the CST search of the scene and delegating of duties within the CST. Each CST will have an assigned grid section to search for bodies and record transport accordingly.   
 
The bodies will be brought to the staging area from the disaster site by the CST and/or those designated by the Coroner (Ex. funeral home representatives, EMS, or fire department personnel). 
 
At the staging area the bodies and their associated records will be checked, records competed if necessary and logged in before moving the body to the morgue. Bodies will be covered and access restricted to authorized personnel units until all Coroner functions are completed at the scene. The Coroner will coordinate all vehicles used to transport bodies with the Command Post. The vehicles will be supplied or obtained by the Coroner’s office. 
 
C) Transportation 
 
The Coroner will coordinate all vehicles with the Command Post for body removal. The vehicle will be supplied or obtained by the Coroner’s Office.  
 
D) Morgue Facilities 
 
The Coroner is responsible for establishing and supplying temporary morgue facilities.  
 
The number of deceased and location of the disaster will be a major factor in determining morgue locations. Possible locations for large numbers of casualties would be an airport hangar, mass fatality trailer (property of the Kootenai County Coroner’s Office) or local tree farm coolers.  
 
D) Press 
 
The Coroner will be responsible for the release of identity of the decedents and any information involving mortuary or Coroner Procedures.  
  
E) Property  
  
    Decedent property will be collected, processed and released per guidelines established in the Policy and Procedure manual. 
 
 
 
 

